Achievement of independence -4

It demonstrated the depth of national sentiments and
indicated the capacity of the Indian people for sacrifice and
determined struggle. After this movement there was no retreat.
Independence of India was no longer a matter of bargain. It was
to be a reality.

At the end of the World War in 1945, the British government
started to talk about the transfer of power to Indian Hindus and
Muslims. The first round of talks could not be successful because
Muslim leaders thought that the Muslim League was the only one
who could represent Indian Muslims. The Congress did not agree
upon it. In 1946, the Cabinet Mission arrived in India to find a
mutually agreed solution of the Indian Problem. The Mission held
talks with the leaders of all prominent political parties and then
proposed its plan of establishing Federal Government in India.

Initially the plan was criticized by all political parties, but later all
gave their consent to it. When the election to the Constituent
Assembly took place, the Congress won one hundred ninety nine
seats and the Muslim league won seventy three.

# Partition and Independence of India

Differences soon arose between the Congress and the
Muslim League concerning the powers of the Constituent
Assembly. The League rejected the Cabinet Mission Plan in the
middle of 1946. In September 1946, the Congress formed the
government at the Centre. The League refused to be a part to it.
Muslim League celebrated this day as a ‘Direct Action Day’ on



16th August 1946 to attain Pakistan. The conflictresulted in
widespread communal riots in different parts of India. Thousands
were killed in the riots, lacks of people became homeless. In the
mean time, Lord Mountbatten was sent as the Viceroy to India. He
put up his plan in June 1947 which included partition of India. In
spite of strong opposition by Gandhi, all the parties agreed to the
partition and the Indian Independence Act, 1947 came into being.
It created two independent states in the Indian sub-continent, i.e.
Indian Union and Pakistan. India got its independence on 15th
August, 1947. At the stroke of midnight (14th -15th August, 1947),
transfer of power took place.



